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STORY
O F  T H E  M A R M A I D

THE LEGEND OF THE WARSAW MERMAID, OR “SYRENKA” IN POLISH, IS A RELATIVELY SIMPLE ONE. SHE
ORIGINATED FROM THE BALTIC SEA, WHERE (ACCORDING TO SOME VERSIONS OF THE STORY) SHE HAD A

TWIN SISTER, THE FAMOUS LITTLE MERMAID OF COPENHAGEN. THE SYRENKA SWAM UP THE VISTULA RIVER
UNTIL SHE WAS AT WHAT IS NOW WARSAW’S OLD TOWN. THERE, SHE SAW SOME FISHERMEN CATCHING FISH

AND DECIDED TO MEDDLE WITH THEIR NETS AND FREE THE CATCH. 
 
 

THE FISHERMEN WERE ANGRY AT THE MEDDLESOME CREATURE AND TRIED TO CATCH IT, BUT ONCE THEY
SAW THE MERMAID AND HEARD HER SIREN SONG THEY COULD NOT HARBOR ANY HATE FOR HER ANY

LONGER. LATER, THE MERMAID WAS CAPTURED BY A RICH MERCHANT WHO WANTED TO HAUL HER OFF AS
SOME KIND OF PRIZE. BUT THE FISHERMEN WOULD NOT HAVE IT AND FREED HER FROM THE GREEDY MAN’S
CLUTCHES. THE MERMAID WAS THANKFUL AND PROMISED TO PROTECT THE FISHERMEN AND THEIR HOMES

FROM THEN ON. FROM THAT MOMENT, SHE BECAME THE CITY’S GUARDIAN AND PROTECTOR IN TIMES OF
NEED. 

 
THIS STATUE IN WARSAW’S OLD TOWN IS OFTEN SEEN AS THE “OFFICIAL” DEPICTION OF THE ICONIC

GUARDIAN MERMAID AND IS THE ONE THAT SIGHTSEEING TOURS STOP AT. BUT OF COURSE THERE IS NO
REASON NOT TO LOOK FOR THE OTHER MERMAID SYMBOLS THAT CAN BE SEEN ALL THROUGHOUT THE CITY.



 IT ALSO BECAME THE
EMBLE OF OUR
CAPITAL CITY-

WARSAW



¡Gracias!
 


